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Family
torn apart

by war,
refugee
system

BY ROBIN LEVINSON

SPECIAL TO THE TELEGRAM

Alocal family has been strug-

gling for more than a year to

bring their sister out of what

they say is despair to safety with

them in Canada, but one family

member says a broken refugee sys-

tem threatens to keep them apart. 

Alya Alshammari barely rem-

embers what life was like in Iraq.

Her parents moved her and her

three brothers and five sisters to

Amman, Jordan in 1999 to escape

an oppressive regime. 

Alshammari said she has no

idea why they were being

oppressed.

Although Jordan allowed them

to cross the border, once inside

the family found they were not

welcome. 

With no social insurance num-

bers, no health care and no access

to public education, Alshammari

and her family had to scrape by

with under-the-table labour. 

Legal status
The only person in her family who

managed to get a legal status in

the country was her older sister,

Maaly Msbha, who had married a

Jordanian. 

That’s why in December 2010

Alshammari and her family came

to St. John’s as refugees. 

Alshammari, now 26, said she

likes it here. 

“People are nice and it is the

most safe place for us,” she said, as

translated by her sister, who did

not want to be named.

Her home is simply furnished

but impeccably clean. 

Small knick-knacks are

arranged with care. Alshammari

shares this one-storey house with

her siblings, mother, husband and

new baby. 

But someone is missing.

Sister left behind
Tragically for Alshammari and

her family, they had to leave Msb-

ha behind. For years, Msbha’s hus-

band had beaten her, Alshammari

said. 

Eventually he deserted Msbha

and her five children. But getting a

divorce is difficult in Jordan, and

might help her husband gain cus-

tody of the children. 

Msbha has two passports —

one from Jordan and one from

Iraq. But her children are Jordan-

ian citizens. Canada rarely

accepts refugees from relatively

stable Jordan.

See SPONSORSHIP, page A4
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Crosswalk talk

Wigmore Court resident June Sharpe speaks with reporters Tuesday following the presentation of a petition to St. John’s city council. — Photo by Gary Hebbard/The Telegram

Residents who want better pedestrian safety on Thorburn Road attend council meeting 

BY COLIN MACLEAN

THE TELEGRAM

People living near the busy road

where one of MUN’s star athletes

was killed late last month contin-

ued Tuesday night to press their

case for a crosswalk in their neigh-

bourhood. 

About 20 residents of Wigmore

Court, off Thorburn Road across

from Tim Hortons, attended the

regular St. John’s city council meet-

ing. 

Their ward councillor, Debbie

Hanlon, had invited them to come

to be reassured council was taking

their request seriously. 

Mayor Dennis O’Keefe addressed

the crowd first thing Tuesday night. 

O’Keefe told them council is

waiting on the official RNC report

on the collision before it makes any

decisions.

“Once that report is received,

any alterations that are needed to

ensure more safety in that area —

decisions will be made very quickly

by this council in that regard. And I

want to assure them of that,” said

O’Keefe. 

Hanlon presented a petition to

council, given to her by the resi-

dents, which demanded that 

a crosswalk with lights be installed

on Thorburn Road in the area

between the Tim Hortons and the

nearby North Atlantic Orange

Store. 

See RESIDENTS, page A3

Residents of Wigmore Court in St. John’s attended Tuesday’s city council meeting to see
their ward councillor, Debbie Hanlon, present a petition for a traffic light and crosswalk on
nearby Thorburn Road.  A fatal traffic accident in the area last month took the life of a
young Memorial University scholar and athlete. — Photo by Gary Hebbard/The Telegram

With a new provincewide 911 system announced, municipalities are working to
ensure all houses have a civic address displayed. That means potentially quicker
response times from emergency response crews, such as these firefighters in Port
aux Basques. — Transcontinental Media file photo

BY TOBIAS ROMANIUK

THE TELEGRAM

The government’s intention to

introduce a provincewide 911

service has at least one municipality

working to make sure every resi-

dence can be found by emergency

service personnel, even if that resi-

dence isn’t built yet.

The town of Holyrood is growing,

and it’s the houses not yet construct-

ed which must be accounted for, said

Mayor Gary Goobie. 

“Holyrood is a growth centre, and

our town is populating fairly quickly,”

he said.

What is now a wooded area

between two houses could be devel-

oped, and that creates some chal-

lenges when creating a civic number-

ing system that flows sequentially. 

“That’s the challenge that the

town of Holyrood is facing now,” he

said.

See CIVIC, page A4

EMERGENCY SERVICES

Towns prepare

for expansion of 911 service

Desperately trying 

to bring sister to safety



BY MEAGHAN PHILPOTT

TRANSCONTINENTAL MEDIA—CORNER BROOK

It is the long summer days that

bring back memories to Olive

Hutchings.

When most people are thinking

of barbecues and backyard fires,

she remembers the beautiful July

day that changed her life.

“That day,” she said, “we didn’t

know our lives would change forev-

er.”

Returning from a July 1 weekend

in Burgeo, Hutchings and her hus-

band, Jack, had just pulled up to

their house on Humber Road in

Corner Brook. As she went to open

the house door, Jack took the lug-

gage out of the car trunk.

A drunk driver then slammed

into him, then backed up, dragging

him 15 feet while he was stuck to

the front bumper.

Hutchings’ memory of that

moment is as vivid now as it was

when it happened.

Her voice tightens as she

recounts seeing her husband lying

on the ground. He was surrounded

by blood, and his left leg was almost

totally detached.

Jack survived the accident. Just

barely.

“I remember sitting outside the

little (hospital) room,” she said.

“The nurse came out every hour

and said, ‘he’s still with us.’”

It was not the accident that

changed the Hutchings’ lives, she

said, it was the rehabilitation.

After six weeks in the hospital,

with three weeks in the intensive

care unit, Jack wanted to go home.

But he was told he may never walk

again.

“I knew I was going to make him

walk if it was the last thing I do,” she

said.

Hutchings took a leave of

absence from work to care for her

husband at home.

She took him to physiotherapy,

in the beginning by ambulance. For

six months, she helped him do exer-

cises at 15-minute intervals. She

helped him do the “little things”

that a 37-year-old man should be

able to do for himself, like brush his

teeth or use the washroom.

With endless support from the

love of his life, after 18 months Jack

progressed enough to stand on

crutches and bear some weight on

his feet.

“Take that step,” Hutchings told

him. “We’ve worked so hard. Just

take that step.”

He was scared to take the first

step, she said, but he did it because

he knew he would have the family’s

support.

At the time, their daughter, Pen-

ny, was 12 years old.

It took 2 1/2 years for Jack to

return to work at the Corner Brook

paper mill.

He never regained enough flexi-

bility in his legs to ride a snowmo-

bile, or board a boat, or kneel to

change a car tire.  

“He never got over the accident,”

Hutchings said.

Jack died in 2010 of cancer at the

age of 68.

To advocate for other victims of

impaired driving, Hutchings joined

the Bay of Islands Mothers Against

Drunk Driving (MADD) group.

Still, sharing her story and edu-

cating others about drinking and

driving doesn’t take away the pain

of the accident in 1979.

“A car today is not a luxury, it’s a

necessity,” she said. “When you

drink and choose to drive, your car

is a weapon.”

It took a split second for a 

17-year-old woman, who had only

been driving for three weeks, to

make Hutchings’ life crash down

around her.

Karen Foley is the area’s commu-

nity leader for Mothers Against

Drunk Drivers. She has been work-

ing in recent months to build the

group back up to “chapter” status,

by having six voting board mem-

bers.

She said MADD was very active

in the area when she first joined 

in 2006, but in recent years interest

and group membership has dimin-

ished.

Foley said she hopes to have an

active board within a few months

who can design and deliver educa-

tional activities on the dangers of

impaired driving — such as making

the public aware of the toll acci-

dents have on the lives of families.
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It’s no surprise that Prime Minister Stephen Harper often looks to

The Telegram and its readers for political advice. In that spirit, we’re

asking you to help the PM choose the successor to John Crosbie as

lieutenant-governor of Newfoundland and Labrador. Crosbie’s

appointment is expected to end in early 2013 and Harper is likely mulling

over his options. Who do you think deserves the honour of being named

the next lieutenant-governor of the province? Post your nominations

online at www.thetelegram.com by July 31, 2012 and then we’ll compile a

list of top candidates and ask readers to vote. Will Stephen Harper listen? 

Probably not, but it’s a fun discussion to have over the summer.

Who would you send
to Government House?

Olive Hutchings holds a picture of her daughter, Penny, and husband, Jack, on Penny’s wedding day. 
— Photo by Meaghan Philpott/The Western Star

Sponsorship needed 

to bring sister and children 
... Continued from page A1

For Msbha to come to Newfoundland and Labrador as a refugee,

she would have to abandon her children — something she just won’t

do, Alshammari said. 

With no education and no one to take care of her kids, Msbha must

live in the street and beg for money, Alsham-

mari said. Last year, distraught and feeling

hopeless, she tried to kill herself.

“We need her to come here because she

has no one there,” Alshammari said. “Her

family is here.”

Alshammari and her family have been

back and forth with Citizenship and Immi-

gration so many times, but with limited lan-

guage skills, they have trouble navigating the

murky legal system. 

They want to bring Msbha and her chil-

dren to St. John’s, but they don’t make the

minimum income required to sponsor such a

large number of people. Their one hope is to

find a group to sponsor them, and assume

the legal responsibility. 

The federal Private Sponsorship of Refugee program has brought

more than 200,000 refugees into the country. The program lets organ-

izations like churches assume legal responsibility for refugees. 

But in May, the federal government significantly cut the number of

refugees who can be privately sponsored.

Every time they find someone who says they can help, Alshammari

said, it turns out they can’t. 

“We don’t need more drama,” Alshammari said. They need a solu-

tion, she said.

Anyone who may be able to help is asked to contact the email

below.

robin.levinson@thetelegram.com

SAFETY

Victim of drunk driving feels lasting effect
Woman whose husband was injured says life changed

—Thinkstock image

We need her to
come here

because she has
no one there. Her

family is here.
Alya Alshammari

While the town already has a

civic numbering system, it has out-

grown it. The roads are named, but

not all homes have proper numbers.

It’s something that will be sorted

out by the time the province rolls

out the new 911 system in 2014,

said Goobie, noting Holyrood is not

the only town with this problem.

“It’s going to be challenging for

many growing municipalities. The

numbering system, that’s the

biggest of all for now,” he said.

Some residential street numbers

may change, said Goobie, as they

work to make sure each street has

only one of each number.

“We’ve got some areas of the

town where we need to adjust the

civic numbers. ... 

“We’re going to be looking at that

as well,” he said.

“Hopefully, when the time comes

we’ll have all that leg work done.”

The cost of this work will be

absorbed into the operational

budget of the town, said Goobie. 

In Gambo, 911 service is not yet

available. Like Holyrood, not all

houses have civic addresses dis-

played.

It’s something town office staff

will work to change, said town

manager Lorne Greene in an email

response to The Telegram.

“In future correspondence to our

residents through community

newsletters, we will encourage all

residents to affix their civic address

on their homes in readiness for the

911 service,” he said.

When every house on every

street in the province has a number,

the task of finding a residence will

be much easier for RCMP officers,

said media relations officer Sgt.

Marc Coulombe.

“If everyone has an address on

their house, for new members into

a community, it will make it easier

for them,” he said.

That will make for potentially

faster response times, said

Coulombe.

The provincial government will

help municipalities get ready for

the new 911 service, said Municipal

Affairs Minister Kevin O’Brien, who

recognizes towns will have some

work to do before the new system is

implemented.

“Yes, there are going to be some

things that will have to happen in

the communities,” he said.

In the coming months, the gov-

ernment will contact municipali-

ties to make sure each town knows

what is required.

“As we go through the process

we’ll be engaging with Municipali-

ties Newfoundland and Labrador,

municipalities in general and then

all the other stakeholders (who)

have to be in the equation such as

fire halls and ambulance services,”

said O’Brien.

tobias.romaniuk@thetelegram.com

Civic addresses a priority ... Continued from page A1

St. John’s Regional Fire Department 911 dispatcher Blair Tucker acknowledges a call from trucks responding to an alarm bell call
in this file photo. Establishing consistent civic addresses in communities around the province will be an important prerequisite to
the provincewide 911 system, due to begin in 2014. — Telegram file photo


